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Hi All! 

It feels so strange to be at the helm again! 

For someone who is not even a committee member, to be given the duty to run the range and 
also the prize giving, is quite a feat! And to top it all, write the newsletter! I personally think 
that the current chairman wants to squeeze the last bit of blood out of me! I must add, he 
did not ask me. HE TOLD ME! 

Oh well, all for a good cause. The shoot on Saturday the 2nd April went as smooth as 
clockwork! Even the load hailer worked perfectly, seeing Bare and Darryl were not there to 
break it! 

55 shooters attended this event, which was shot in very difficult conditions. Details 1 and 2 
shot with the wind fishtailing and mirage running slightly. Details 3 and 4, shot in fairly stiff 
wind, but it remained fairly constant. All in all, it was difficult! To make matters even worst, 
we shot on the new Bisley target, which is very unforgiving. I am sure that by now Bare is 
whispering “excuses, excuses!” Let him think what he wants, as long as he, and his team come 
back with the trophy, all will be forgiven! 

The following shooters attained the top 6 positions: - 

 A Class   B Class 
1. Arnold Beneke 41.3 1. Jean De Villiers 39.0 
2. Mike Di Bona 41.1 2. Craig Pitcher 37.0 
3. Johan Geyer 39.4 3. Ronnie Blake 36.2 
4. Telemachos Melidonis 39.0 4. Jaron Pratt 33.0 
5. Johan Dippenaar 37.2 5. Henri Laurie 32.0 
6. Werner De Wet 37.2 6. Ben Durant 31.1  

 J Class 
1. Marc Jordan 33.0 
2. Chris Geyer 25.0 

The scores definitely tell a story! 
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In the A class, isn’t it good to see a few old names? I wonder if they are there because they 
shot well, or because all the “real shooters” are in Bloemfontein? Whatever they may say, we 
whipped their proverbial backsides!  

Even if they were here, they would not have stood a chance!  

Seeing that my name appears in this list, I would like to congratulate everyone who came in 
the top 6 without mentioning names, just in case I am accused of blowing my own trumpet! I 
just want to insert a paragraph that my dear friend Darryl wrote in the last newsletter. 
“Jason again beat Mike “I am giving up chairman to concentrate on my shooting” Di 
Bona.” I rest my case! 

The B class also had a few surprises. Wonderful to see a few new and old names in this list! It 
certainly looks as if the A class is going to attain a few new members soon! Fantastic to see it 
being won with a very credible score. Well-done Jean, good shooting! Also excellent to see 
both Craig and Ronnie in the top 3. Looks like Ronnie is making a habit of it lately! To 
everyone in the top 6, well done guys, you all shot well! 

The J class again sees Marc in first place. His score cards reads brilliantly, and then there 
was a miss! The joys of shooting in the wind! Well done Marc, soon you will be in the B class 
rattling a few cages! 

Also nice to see Johan’s son shooting J class as well. I am sure that after a bit of practice, 
you will be right up there with them all! 

Well done to all of you who made this list, lets do it again next shoot and show the hierarchy 
in Bloemfontein that “we are the best!” 

The meal was fantastic. Unfortunately I could not help out with stoking the fire. Again a 
quote from Darryl’s last newsletter, “our master chefs with the new apprentice Mike Di 
Bona (fire stoker)”, I was unfortunately busy on the range, but I promise you all I will be 
stoking the fire at our next meeting. That’s if Ronnie allows me! I can never be too sure if I 
will be allowed to do anything after this newsletter! 

Ronnie cooked up a magnificent Ostrich neck pot. Between Ronnie, Ben Durant, Tjaart, Riaan, 
and plenty more helpers, it turned out brilliant! Francois again helped out with buying the 
veggies. Thanks guys, remember next time I will be there, to part with my invaluable cooking 
experience! I trust you all just cannot wait! 

Thanks must go to the following people. Francois, John Ecclestone, Riaan, Joe, Wayne, John 
Austin, Johan Cilliers and Connie. Without your help in the butts and on the point, it would 
not have been such a successful shoot. It is still fantastic to see that all our members are 
still willing to help out with anything on the range. What other club can you find, where the 
members actually ask you what they can do to help! Thank you! 

I would like to single out Conny, for her help in sorting out the stats. Conny, it was absolutely 
perfect! Corena now knows who can take over from her if the situation arises! Thanks a 
million! 
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Please do not forget to book your accommodation at Prince Albert! The Cape Town Muzzle 
Loaders will be having their Provincial shoot, but this will be incorporated in the National 
Shoot, which will include the Zone B world shoot! Quite a mouthful!  

It looks as if there is going to be a big contingent from Gauteng, together with about 12 
Black Powder Shot gunners. All competing for a Zone B world medal. If you can take the 
Friday off, (the Thursday is a public holiday), you will be entertained! Due to this, it will be 
wise to book now. 

I have managed to acquire a selection of competition Black Powder firearms. If you are 
interested in this sport, please contact me and I can order one for you. As the current 
chairman of the CTMLA I must punt my club as well!!!!!! 

Unfortunately, that is all I have for you at present. I am sure that Corena will be adding her 
stories about what happened in Bloemfontein! Although I am in constant contact with Jason, 
I feel that Corena will give us an unbiased accurate account, of what really happened there! 
We certainly can’t believe Bare! I just cannot wait! 

Our next shoot and meal is as follows: - 

Date: 28th May 2005 
Venue: Good Hope Shooting Range 
Distance: 500 Mtr (5 sighters, 3 convertible, 10 to count) 
Time: 08:00am 

Cheers my shooting friends, I hope to see you all at the next shoot! 

Unfortunately, I could not run the range and take photos, so we will have to wait for the next 
shoot to see what we get up to! 

Keep those eyes in! 

Yours in shooting 

 

Mike Di Bona 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK: 

Before I start to report back on the Bloemfontein shoot, I also have a few people to thank.  
Thanks for the brilliant newsletter, Mike.  It is good to see that you have not lost this talent 
yet!  Also thanks to Conny for doing the stats for me (girl power!!) and Francois for collecting 
the SABU forms and fees.  Now I can continue with the juicy bits … 

The good news is that the CLI.303 Club of Cape Town is the official South African 303 Club 
Champion!  This was decided over 3 club team shoot (Rhodes, Dewar and Hamilton matches), 
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which our boys won by 2, 20 and 29 points respectively.  The team consisted of Darryl (team 
captain), André Volschenk, Bas and Jason.  Bare was the manager / coach, but he (and myself) 
shot in the Spes Bona 7,62 team matches and could only now and then check up on our team.  
Well done to all of you – you did the club proud.  And if that is not enough, the same team (as 
the Western Province 303 team) annihilated the Gauteng team by more than 65 points in the 
interprovincial match!  The opposition brought a coach who obtained his National colours a 
couple of times in the past, but our boys managed to still walk out as the champions.  They 
were again left on their own, as Bare shot in the WP 7,62 team and I had to help out in the 
stats office during this shoot.  Congratulations to Jason who obtained his WP colours for the 
first time – believe me, he was thrown into the deep end, but ended his shoot with a 
magnificent 47,4/50 on the last 600m.  Some of the guys believed that the WP shirt 
presented to him prior to this distance could have had something to do with it …  Thanks for 
everyone who wished us luck and held thumbs, it certainly helped. 

Congratulations to Bas who came 2nd overall and also won quite a number of individual matches 
in the process.  He truly looked like a Christmas tree at the prize giving with all his medals 
hanging around his neck.  André was 4th overall, Darryl 6th and Jason 7th.  Very good shooting 
to all of you. 

We also founded a national 303 Class Bisley Club while we were in Bloemfontein.  If SABU 
accepts our proposed constitution, we will have a representative on the SABU council to 
specifically look after the interests of 303 shooting in South Africa.  Bare was elected as 
the chairman and Darryl is the representative for the Western Cape.  We would like as many 
as possible of our members to join this club in order to give us more bargaining power with 
regard to possible future international participation in the 303 discipline.  In order to qualify 
for this, you will have to shoot on a regular basis to accumulate your scores in the national 
database.  Annual membership will be R50. 

On that note, we plan to enter CLI and PRC teams for the WP Bisley Team League shoots this 
year.  If you are interested to join us, please contact Darryl or me so that we can compile our 
separate teams.  The 1st team shoot will be on the 3rd Saturday in May. 

We also managed to secure the last PMP bullets that were available from the PMP factory.  
It will be available at the club shoots at R140 per 100. 

We sent out an e-mail earlier regarding the firearm training for renewal or application for 
new licences.  For those who do not have e-mail, I include the particulars again: 

The following financial arrangement has been made with JHK Wapenhandelaars trading as 
Colin's Weapon Training, BKB Building, Gunners Circle, Epping Industria 1: 

1. If you already own a firearm, and you only want to renew your licence, you only need to 
complete the legal test.  You only need this certificate to apply for renewal of existing 
licences. Cost for this test will be R150.  

2. If you have more than 4 firearms, and wish to apply for Dedicated Sportsmanship 
through SABU, or if you want to apply for new firearm licences, you need to do the legal 
test, as well as the training course.  If you are already in possession of firearm licences, 
you may apply for recognition of prior learning (RPL).  This entails a qualifying theory 
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test, and if you pass that, also a practical shooting test.  If you succeed with this, you 
will be issued with a proficiency certificate from Poslec Seta.  This will be accepted by 
SABU for Dedicated Sportsman Certificate.  You also need this proficiency certificate 
to apply for your competency certificate through the SAPS at the Central Firearm 
Register.  Cost - R570 for one category (handgun, rifle, shotgun or carbine).  If you wish 
to do a 2nd and/or 3rd and/or 4th category, it will be a further R170 per category if you 
use your own firearm and ammunition (only .22 rifles allowed).  If you wish to use the 
trainer's firearms and ammunition, it will not be R170, but R270 per further category.  

3. If you do not pass the above RPL theoretical or practical test, or if you do not already 
possess firearm licences, you will need to do the complete 2-day firearm training course. 
Cost - R750 for 1st category (handgun, rifle, shotgun or carbine).  It will be a further 
R270 for each additional category. 

The person who will do this training, is Colin Samuel, who is an accredited training provider, 
assessor and moderator.  Abovementioned costs include the cost for using the Gordon's Bay 
shooting range, which is one of only a few properly accredited shooting ranges in the area. 
We had discussions with various accredited trainers and institutions. The fee structures 
differ drastically and there might be cheaper options for specific or single categories, but as 
an overall package we found this to be a viable option. 

He prefers to do the training for groups of maximum 6 people.  If you wish to make use of 
this opportunity and agreed fees, the club can give you a letter of recommendation with the 
last year's scores and will make an appointment with him.  The legal test you can do at your 
own time. For the RPL you need 1 short evening session to complete all the paperwork and a 
Saturday morning for the theory and practical tests.  The complete training course will be 2 
full days.  This is not his normal fees, but fees agreed only for the 303 club, WPBA and 
CTMLA.  You are not obliged to do you training through this institution.  Some committee 
members have already done the RPL course and found the process to be very thorough.  If 
you need further information or want us to make an appointment and recommend your 
application, let us know. 

For sale: 

MK1 .303, call Tammy Dempers on 021 788 7436. 
.303, call Bryan Hutty on 021 782 5659 
CLI Club Shirts, caps and badges – enquire at club shoots 
Various backsights for .303’s – available from Francois 

Congratulations to the following members on their birthdays: 

April 3rd: Dennis Sherwood 
 9th: Leon Nolte 
 10th: Sakkie Burger 
 20th: Julian vd Westhuizen 
 24th: Gary Bank 
 26th: Pierre Brink, Tim Sherwood 

May 10th: Jason Di Bona, Floris Jonker 
 16th: Colin Twine 
 17th: Jacobus Steenkamp 
 19th: Pierre Nothard 
 24th: Steve Kiggen 
 25th: Riaan Coetzee 
 28th: Wayne Pratt 
 30th: Conny Jordan 
 31st: Oswald Johannes 



Last, but not least.  I must mention André who shot a magnificent 49.5 on the 300m on the 
last day.  I read a lot of excuses between the lines about the low scores at the 300m at Good 
Hope!  Bare and Jason say that you guys cannot complain about conditions until you have shot 
in Bloemfontein for 8 days in terrible conditions!  Proof of this is the fact that Claude beat 
Darryl’s 300m score (difference was that Darryl’s was out of 35!).  I am very worried about 
Darryl – he did not shoot a single score under 40 in the WP team shoots, and he also shot 
really well in the beginning and end of the championships.  But somewhere in the middle, he 
seemed to fall out of the bus – what happened in that tent with Bas and André?  Darryl says 
there seems to be a tokkelossie on that range – every morning when they woke up, the 
whiskey bottles were empty!  I took some pictures of the inside of that infamous tent, but it 
is not fit to publish in a family newsletter! 

That is all from me.  Don’t forget to book for Prince Albert.  See you all the next shoot. 

Corena de Beer (082 826 0453) 

 
SA .303 Club Champions 

 
.303 Class Bisley Club founders meeting 

 
.303 WP Members in action during the 

interprovincial shoot 

 
.303 Provincial Champions  

(André Volschenk, Bas Barkhuysen,  
Jason Di Bona, Darryl Carver) 
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