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After a cold wet week Saturday was an unexpected perfect spring day. The range was 
covered in white daisies and the view of Table Mountain was truly spectacular. This must 
be the most picturesque range in the whole world. Shooting conditions were perfect but 
it turned out to be a day of tears for many. 

We were off to the firing point nice and early. The two latecomers were just in time to 
catch the Ken mobile to the butts for the first session after a thorough tongue lashing 
from Bare. The shoot was opened in the traditional with a prayer by John Ecclestone. 
John always seems to do this so well and I must say it is appreciated. Someone remarked 
that he always feels like applauding after John has delivered the blessing. Maybe you 
missed your calling John but I doubt if you could have been a celibate catholic priest. 

When the shooting started the tears began to roll. Some wailed loudly while others just 
sunk deeper into depression. It was very difficult but then again guys this is 800m. Only 
one person shone and with a great score and he certainly deserved it after the rough 
patch he has been trough. I will say more about that later. The rest of the scores baring 
a few were dismal. What’s going to happen at the 900m? We will need a psychologist on 
hand for counselling. 

The recorded scores were as follows: 

 A Class   B Class 
1. Jason Di Bona 45.4 1. Rod Gardner 41.3 
2. Ronnie Blake 41.1 2. Freddie van Rensburg 41.1 
3. Brent Bennett 41.1 3. Jaron Pratt 39.1 
4. Frans de Waal 40.3 4. Colin Edge 35.1 
5. Vissy Botha 40.2 5. Henri Lauri 35.1 
6. Colin Twine 40.2 6. Rafael Arellano 34.2 

 Veterans   J Class 
1. Rod Gardner 41.3 1. Marc Jordan 34.0 
2. Frans de Waal 40.3 
3. Robert Ellis 33.2 

In the A Class Jason won with an excellent score of 45.4. He is finally out of the hole. 
Maybe it is because he was safely away from Mike as he shot with Corena and used 
Bare’s ammo this time. Mike was heard crying about split cases but Range officer Bare 
would not give any leeway and made him carry on misses and all. Ronnie was on form in 
second place with a good 41.1 and Brent (his first medal) was third losing out on the 
count out. A good fourth place went to Frans who thrashed Francois (same ammo and 

CHAIRMAN: Mr J A de Beer; VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mr D Carver; TREASURER:  Mr CF du Toit;  
SECRETARY:  Dr C de Beer;  MEMBERS:  Mr G Leon,  Mr R Blake, Dr J Austin;  

CO-OPTED MEMBERS: WO1 J Ecclestone, WO1 AA Muller 
www.sanra.co.za/cli/index.htm  

mailto:corena@mweb.co.za
mailto:cdeb@sun.ac.za


CHAIRMAN: Mr J A de Beer; VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mr D Carver; TREASURER:  Mr CF du Toit;  
SECRETARY:  Dr C de Beer;  MEMBERS:  Mr G Leon,  Mr R Blake, Dr J Austin;  

CO-OPTED MEMBERS: WO1 J Ecclestone, WO1 AA Muller 
www.sanra.co.za/cli/index.htm  

same rifle) with 40.3 and fifth and sixth place went to Vissy and Colin on 40.2. Well 
done to all of you for good scores at this difficult distance. 

In the B Class Rod again proved that there is nothing wrong with my rifle by scoring 41.3 
and winning again. Second place went to Freddie with a good 41.1 showing that Bisley 
shooting helps your score. Jaron has been shooting consistently well and again shot a 
good score of 39.1 and bagged third place. Be very careful guys as he is going to be in 
this class for a while yet. The next three places went to our regulars on the list namely 
Colin, Henri and Rafael. Well done to you three on consistent shooting. 

The J Class was won by Marc Jordan with a reasonable score for this distance but this 
time he was beaten by Rafael. But Connie of course beat both of them this time even 
with a miss. She must have had a good coach. 

In the Veterans Rod again struck gold with Frans very close behind him. A somewhat 
distant third place went to Robert after a magnificent Bisley score the week before 
where he gave us all a good thrashing. This must be one of the few sports were age 
doesn’t seem to matter. Well done to the three of you. 

I must mention my stint in the butts. Man we are getting good. There was some 
incredible coaching going on. It didn’t happen once but many times when some could 
not find the paper. The message from the butts would be “Tell the guy to go 8 minutes 
left and 5 minutes down” and the next shot would be a bull! Graeme at the firing point 
was helping a brave soul with battle sights to find the paper to no avail. He then takes 
the rifle and shoots a bull. I can’t decide if that was luck or good shooting. 

The shoot again ran smoothly thanks to those who performed range officer duties at the 
firing point and in the butts. Thanks to Bas, Bare, Jason, Vissy and Graeme at the firing 
point and Johan Cilliers, John E and Floris. Thanks guys it was a pleasure working with 
you. Let’s not forget safety guys and become complacent. We have not had any 
incidents of the dangerous kind for a while and we need to keep it like that. Make it a 
habit to declare and show that your firearm is safe to your partner when you have 
completed the detail. 

Now to the cooks in the form of Ronnie (can cook can shoot), Riaan (can cook won’t 
shoot) and Mike (can cook can’t shoot) let me commend you on another absolutely 
incredible meal that I am sure would be able to be served at the best Hotels in the land 
without reservations. It was a truly incredible curry pot made from what I don’t know 
but really topped one of the best club days I have had. Thanks from all of us. I think that 
I was still smiling when I got home as Ingrid said to me “Club shoots are the highlight of 
the month for you aren’t they?” They certainly are. 

I must repeat a statement I heard around the fire. Mike to Jason “I could have beaten 
you if I didn’t have those misses.” That’s right Mike, I could have been your uncle if I 
had ….………”  I won’t go there as this is a family orientated club. Just let it go Mike and 
accept the facts. 

Please remember that the WP Open Bisley is just a few short weeks away. Those of you 
entering must do so as soon as possible. There will only be two Vaalies (Brian and Jean) 
so there is no inter-provincial on the Wednesday. The Bisley starts on Thursday 28th 
September and lasts until Saturday 30th. The club does have a big tent available but we 
will only erect it if there are enough of you that want to sleep in it. Please let me know 
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if you require it by E-mail to dcarver@polka.co.za as soon as possible. We will be on the 
range from Wednesday evening. Riaan’s pub is normally open to late as well.  

Bas and I have started collecting our supplies for the event already. Bas has laid in a 
supply of curried beans, pickled cabbage, pickled onions, garlic and various other 
gastronomic delights while I have been collecting the strongest curry powder and chilli 
sauce available to mankind. Those of you coming are welcome to join us for a 
memorable potjie on Thursday evening. It should be a gas.  

Please take note that due to the WP Bisley our dreaded 900m shoot is a week earlier, 
and not the last Saturday of the month as usual. 

Our next event is 
Distance: 900m 
Date: 23rd Setember 2006 
Time: 08:00 
Venue: Good Hope Range 
Ammo: 5 Sighters (only 3 convertible) + 10 to count 

Keep safe 

Darryl 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK: 

I predicted this huge come-back in the June newsletter and all I want to add is, Well done Jason, 
I am extremely proud of you!  Too bad that you couldn’t smash your dad’s record in the process! 

For all our new (or old) members who do not know (or have forgotten) how sighters work.  For 
200m and 300m we only have 3 sighters, all 3 convertible.  From 500m to 900m we have 5 
sighters, of which only 3 are convertible.  These sighters must be taken in order – see diagrams 
below for 5-sighter examples (3 sighters work exactly the same). Immediately after you have 
shot your sighters, you must tell your partner which sighters you would like to convert. This may 
be after the 3rd sighter – then you don’t shoot the 4th and 5th sighter. The marker has to 
diagonally cross out the sighters you are converting and re-write them in the scoring blocks. 
All 10 scoring blocks must always be completed. And once again, you are not allowed to fire 
e.g. 7 scoring shots and then decide to take 3 of your sighters, merely adding them to the back – 
the sequence of the last 10 shots MUST be exactly the same as those from the butts.  There is an 
example on the notice board in the clubhouse as well, and please check your own scorecard 
before accepting the score if your partner did the scoring according to rules.  That way, nobody 
can be blamed. 

Converting 1st 3 sighters – you cannot shoot 4th and 5th sighters: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

5 V 5   5 V 5 4 3 4 5 4 3 5 

Converting Nr 2,3,4 – you cannot shoot 5th sighter: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 5 5 V  5 5 V 3 4 5 4 V 4 3 

Converting Nr 3,4,5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 2 5 4 V 5 4 V 3 V 4 5 4 3 4 
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Converting Nr 4,5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 3 2 V V V V 3 4 5 4 3 4 3 5 

Converting Nr 5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 3 3 3 V V 2 3 3 2 V 3 4 V 4 
Throw away all 5 sighters: 

A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 2 3 2 3 5 V 3 4 3 4 V 4 5 4 
 

Congratulations to the following members on their birthdays in September: 

1st: Johannes Burger 
3rd: Malcolm Russell 
5th: Koos Brink 
10th: Wessie Wessels 
11th: John Austin 

17th: Claude Hartog 
20th: Jeff Panos 
22nd: Rod Gardner 
27th: Kevin Coleman 

 
Like the chairman said, our 

newest member, André 
Volschenk, checking with Darryl 

on exactly how it works … 

 
Bas is trying out Chris van 

Niekerk’s F Class rifle.  Nee Bas, 
jy moet maar los, jou 303 sal 

nooit so akkuraat kan skiet nie. 

 
John Ecclestone says he is not 

necessarily a “tawwe tienie”, it is 
just force of habit not to use a 

shooting mat. 

 
Floris and Jean.  Both of them 

joined the bisley group – we hope 
to see you at the WP Open at the 

end of the month! 

 
Robert Ellis and the Animal.  
Good to see you back after a 

period of work-related absence, 
Bruce. 

 
Jaron and Wayne.  Surely Jaron’s 
good scores must have something 

to do with the quality of the 
coaching he receives from Dad. 

 

That’s all from me. 

Until next time Corena de Beer (082 826 0453) 
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