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How I get roped into producing a newsletter and also running the range beats me!  I think the 
old saying that goes “flog a willing horse,” must have some truth in it! 

By now you can see that this newsletter is not written by “Darryl the Stirrer”.  One thing is for 
certain, I am going to take this opportunity to correct a few of the “untruths” that the “Stirrer” 
has taken great delight in telling all of you. 

Enough of that for now, let’s go to the shoot….. 

38 shooters turned up for the 900Mtr detail.  The morning started with zero conditions and at 
about 8.45 the wind suddenly picked up from the North.  When I say suddenly, I mean within a 
minute!  Literally, one minute there was absolutely no wind and the following minute, the flags 
were blowing at full strength!  Welcome to Cape Town!  It is a wonder it did not start to rain! 

At about 9.00 I started the shoot.  At this point I must add, I told all the shooters it was very 
possible to record a miss.  The word ”impossible” does not exist at 900Mtrs with a 303!  Well, 
after 15 minutes of trying to get everyone on the paper, I decided to get them on one by one.  
Frustration was on everyone’s faces.  

“But I just shot a 4! It is impossible to have a miss!”  This was but one of the things that I heard 
being said.  Here are a few of the things I experienced on the range….  

Sights were being set in the wrong direction.  
No sight settings for wind changes were made.  
Shooting on the wrong targets. 
Shooting with battle sights. 
Etc, etc etc……………………. 
Wow, what a challenging day! 

Thank goodness the “Stirrer” was not there, as his sight would have fallen off, as usual.  That 
would have been one more thing that I would have had to sort out! 

After three and a half hours, the pain was over and the following shooters came out tops. 

 A Class   B Class 
1. Koos Brink 41.3 1. Glenn von Zeil 36.1 
2. Graeme Leon 35.2 2. Colin Edge 31.0 
3. Gouwsie 35.0 3. Jaron Pratt 30.1 
4. Brent Bennett 35.0 4. Henri Laurie 26.0 
5. Robert Ellis 35.0 5. Ian Noble-Jack 26.0 
6. Mike Di Bona 34.2 6.  
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 Veterans   J Class 
1. Robert Ellis 35.0 1. Marc Jordan 28.0 
2. Dennis Sherwood 31.0 
3. Hannes Willers 22.0 

The only score that stands out like a sore thumb is Koos Brink!  Well done Koos!  It looks like all 
the practice you are currently getting from the Bisley, is paying off!  To all the other shooters, 
you all did exceptionally well, taking the conditions into account!  

Pity we did not have our big guns here! Unfortunately they were all in Bloemfontein, restoring 
our name at the Louis Le Grange competition.  Can you just imagine all the stories we are going 
to get hear from the “Stirrer?”  Oh well, at least he gave us a chance, otherwise we would have 
had to beat his score of around 48/50!  

While I am on the subject of the “Stirrer,” I wonder what he would have to say about Jason 
being beaten by his ancient dad, using his rifle.  I am sure we will hear the “pearls of wisdom” 
flowing from his pen after the next shoot! Or will that be “pearls of poison”? 

I am not going to talk about the WP team that went to Bloem, I am sure Bare/Corena/Stirrer will 
enlighten us later. 

The meal was fantastic, as usual!  Ronnie slaved over a hot pot for 2 days, to make the most 
delicious potato salad.  Francois managed to obtain the tenderest and tasty Lamb chops I have 
had.  To top it off, Boerewors and rolls were added to make this a complete meal. 

The people who stoked the fire were Francois, Riaan, Ronnie and a few other helpers who I did 
not see.  Believe me, I was reprimanded in no uncertain terms!  “Where were you?” and “now 
you arrive!” were a few of the comments that were thrown at me.  They were not interested in 
the fact that I had to run the range.  I better be careful what I say, as they will then tell me to 
do everything myself from now on! 

Guys, well done!  An excellent meal all round!  Just for Bare’s sake.  There was so much food 
left over we could have fed another 10 people!  This was after we all had seconds and thirds!  
And it was all meat! 

I must give my thanks to the following people.  Graeme for helping out on the range, doing all 
the stats, taking the radio when things were cooking and generally being the perfect senior 
committee member.  I am sure that between Greame and the Stirrer, we should have a very 
interesting committee next year! 

Then to Jason.  Always willing to help out.  Thanks Jason, but I still feel you owe me one.  If it 
was not for me, you would have had your head buried in a book, with one of your mothers 
keeping check!  Our butts and range officers, John, Riaan, Wayne, Joe, Graeme, Jason and 
Gouwsie.  Thanks to all of you!  Without you I would have been admitted to Valkenberg in a 
straight jacket! 

And now to the “Stirrer.”  I am sure he thought I had forgotten about him.  No such luck!  Here 
is an extract from last month’s newsletter with his poisonous pen ….. 

“I must repeat a statement I heard around the fire.  Mike to Jason “I could have beaten you 
if I didn’t have those misses.”  That’s right Mike, I could have been your uncle if I had 
….………”  I won’t go there as this is a family orientated club.  Just let it go Mike and accept 
the facts.” 

If he thought I would leave this one, he is very mistaken!  My reply is …. 
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If you had what?  Am I missing something here?  To be part of your family?  Now come on … you, 
me and Robert in the same family?  With our array of guns and knives?  You honestly believe that 
all three of us will survive?  Dream on …. Come to think of it, it sounds like entertainment 
supreme!  Me destroying Robert’s cigarettes, while you work on your front sight, while 
attempting to make a curry pot that will leave every belly this side of the equator sparkling 
clean!  Just ask Bruce, the animal!  I will talk about our shooting in the next newsletter I write.  
That is if I will ever be asked again!  Keep it rolling stirrer, it certainly puts sparkle in your 
newsletters!  

Finally, to all who attended and participated in this shoot, thank you!  An extremely difficult 
shoot where you all showed your true sportsmanship.  It is wonderful to be part of this special 
club with its very special people!  

Cheers and I look forward to seeing you all very soon. 

Mike 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK: 

Thank you very much to Mike, Graeme and everyone else who did all the hard work in our 
absence!  It is good to know that we can leave the administration in such capable hands. 

We have done so much 303 shooting since our last club shoot that I cannot believe that it was in 
August already.  I will start with a report back from the Western Province Bisley.  We had a 
phenomenal turnout of 20 303 entrants and if I listen to all the stories, it sure sounds as if 
everyone had a very good time (I will NOT elaborate on what went on in those infamous 303 
army tents)!  It was really good to have you all there and I am sure we all learned a lot.  Maybe 
we can repeat our performance next year with even more entries!!  A word of advice – try and 
attend the monthly bisley league shoots to get used to this format of shooting before you 
attempt shooting the WP Bisley.  I am convinced that Johan and Chris Geyer can testify that it is 
not easy to adapt so quickly. 

The 303 medal count for the WP Bisley is: 
Corena de Beer 10 gold, 1 silver, overall winner with a score of 578.26 (/650) 
Johan de Beer 4 gold, 2 silver, 2nd overall with a score of 567.16 
Bas Barkhuysen 3 bronze, 3rd overall with a score of 554.13 
Colin Twine 3 gold 
John Austin 1 gold 

Then an update on the Louis le Grange Interprovincial shoot we had this past weekend.  We 
came back from the SA Open Championships in April with our tails between our legs, having been 
beaten by the 303 team from Gauteng North for the first time.  But we consoled ourselves and 
decided that this was mere tactics so that the Vaalies don’t loose faith in their rifles or abilities.  
So, we went to Bloemfontein with a team to be reckoned with!  And we did what we were sent 
to do – to claim back the gold with interest!  The Vaalies were ready to pack up after the 300m!  
Bare started us off with a magnificent 48.2 on the 300m (they couldn’t believe their eyes), then 
Colin shot a 45 (maybe they would still have a chance …?), next John Moore joined the party 
with 47.5 (by then the Vaalies were crying) and lastly, my 48 was the final nail in their coffins. 

We had a mixed team shoot on Friday and the interprovincial on Saturday, and the scores were: 
 Friday Saturday
Corena de Beer 119.3 (/140) 175.4 (/200) 
Johan de Beer Coached 167.4 
John Moore 117.4 165.8 
Colin Twine 115.1 161.4 
Darryl Carver 96.2 Coached 



We heard all about the horrific conditions on the Good Hope 900m firing point, but rest assured, 
we had our fair share of that too!!  Don’t be fooled by the scores, as our opposition shot 110.4, 
94.0, 81.0 and 76.0 on the Friday and in the interprovincial on Saturday they ended 130 points 
behind us!  The difference was we had some brilliant coaching – some of us even shot better 
than certain of our 308 counterparts (but we’d rather not talk about it).  Thank you to my team, 
for your company (all 5 of us in Bare’s car), dedication, good shooting and excellent 
sportsmanship on and off the range.  You are one in a million!! 

Due to an extremely full shooting programme for the rest of the year, our Christmas shoot and 
prizegiving will not take place on the last weekend in November as always, to accommodate 
other groups on the range.  But we have organised a grand finale for this shoot and we will be 
joining the Cape Town Muzzle Loaders Association to have a combined Christmas shoot on the 9th 
of December 2006 at 08:30.  We will have all the regular events there (balloons, pistols, .22, 
mystery shoot, etc), and then there will also be the opportunity to try your hand at some of the 
whitesmoke rifles.  Bring your wives, girlfriends and friends and come and enjoy the day with us. 

Congratulations to the following members on their birthdays: 

Oct 1st: Michael Beardwood 
5th: Duppie du Plessis 
9th: Frans de Waal, Werner de Wet 
17th: Joe Koen 
27th: Rafael Arellano, Arnold Beneke 
29th: Henri Laurie 
31st: Danie Erasmus 

Nov 8th: Bryan van Oordt 
22nd: Humphreys Colyn 
Dec 2nd: Ben Rademeyer 
9th: André Volschenk 
10th: Ronnie Blake 
12th: Johan Geyer, Louis Laubscher 
20th: Ian Noble-Jack, Vissy Botha 
29th: Bas Barkhuysen, Jan Frederick van Niekerk 

 
Did I hear anyone complaining 

about a willing horse?  
Welcome to my world, Mike!!! 

 
 

Another new member of our 
“Halfmoon Club” –however, I 

cannot work out what happened 
to his elbow. Want to tell us, 

Chris? 

 
 

Mackie is concentrating very hard 
to get his wind reading right 

 
Francois de Waal 

 
 

Frans de Waal – I wonder who was 
the winner in this Father-and-Son 

match? 

 
 

Western Province 303 Team – 
John Moore, Johan de Beer, Colin 
Twine, Darryl (Stirrer) Carver and 

Corena de Beer 

 

That’s all from me for now.  See you at the Christmas shoot Corena de Beer (082 826 0453) 

CHAIRMAN: Mr J A de Beer; VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mr D Carver; TREASURER:  Mr CF du Toit;  
SECRETARY:  Dr C de Beer;  MEMBERS:  Mr G Leon,  Mr R Blake, Dr J Austin;  

CO-OPTED MEMBERS: WO1 J Ecclestone, WO1 AA Muller 
http://www.sanra.co.za/cli/index.htm 


	P O Box 19065
	 A Class   B Class
	 Veterans   J Class



